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Tree Enclosure

Outer Lawn
and Promenade

Bog Filters

Fountain

Central Lawn

Grading
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Aring of twelve plane trees provides shade and definition to the space.
Planted in silva cells the trees are anticipated to thrive in these tough urban conditions.

Providing opportunities for respite and interaction,
the promenade contains seven custom designed precast concrete/wood benches.

Providing opportunities for respite and interaction,
the promenade contains seven custom designed precast concrete/wood benches.

Alluding to the former stream that traversed the site,
this engaging water features visually and acoustically enlivens the space.

Serving as the central gathering space within the circle,
this 40' diameter lawn is titlted to the south to maximize solar exposure.

The circle is graded to engage gravity as the primary method
by which water is moved through the space.
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Project Purpose and Background

As communities across the U.S. search for ways to articulate their commitment to sustainability while
creating great civic spaces, the central lllinois town of Normal has set an example in its central business
district. The focal point in a progressive redevelopment plan rooted in environmental principles, the
Uptown Normal Circle is intended to serve as an urban catalyst, creating identity and value while
encouraging new growth in this burgeoning district.

The Circle, designed by Hoerr Schaudt Landscape Architects in Chicago, IL, is a living plaza where
naturally-cleansed stormwater, public space, and transportation work in unison.

The Circle is one portion of The Uptown Renewal Project, a multiphase redevelopment plan led by the
Town of Normal. The plan aims to revitalize and intensify Normal’s downtown, which has been in decline
for decades. The town’s master plan for a thriving “Uptown Normal” district, designed by Doug Farr
Associates, offered an unusually progressive sensitivity to sustainability as a strategy for enhancing
economic revitalization, including the first ordinance in the country to enforce minimum LEED
requirements for new buildings over 7500 square feet, centrally-located multimodal links to regional and
local transit, and restructured and densified parking. The Circle is an important piece of the overall plan
and was completed in 2010.
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Project Design

Historically a ‘no man'’s land’ at the confluence of two railways and a former stream that created two disconnected
segments of downtown, the Circle is a new traffic circle resolving the once awkward intersection of five streets while
simultaneously calming traffic. It acts as the heart of Uptown Normal and as a gateway to those entering the
community from the adjacent multi-modal transportation station to the south, scheduled for completion in 2012. At the
center of the Circle is a park that provides a central green gathering space with seating, a water feature, shade, and an
open plaza.

One of the key elements of the project is sustainable stormwater management; capturing, storing, cleansing and
recycling much of the stormwater in Uptown Normal. Runoff is collected from several streets adjoining the Circle and is
stored in a 75,000 gallon underground cistern. This cistern, which was recycled from a 60" diameter storm sewer line
being abandoned as part of the associated infrastructure improvements, serves as a detention device for water
providing relief to the community’s watershed. Water captured and retained in the cistern is then either used for
irrigation of turf and plant material in the district or is introduced into the Circle where it begins a journey through a
‘living plaza’ creating a legible demonstration of sustainability in an urban environment.

In the Circle, water collected in the cistern is pumped from into a series of terraced filtration bogs where it is cleansed
as it flows slowly through the plant material around the circle passing over several weirs and through a scupper wall
into a collection pool. At this point, water is pumped into an underground reservoir, and treated by a UV filter and then
circulated through a shallow stream-like water feature. Park visitors have access to this highly engaging watercourse
as it flows around the circumference of the circle, mirroring the flow of traffic beyond and those entering the
community from the adjacent multi-modal providing an acoustic buffer to the sound of traffic. This feature also creates
the added benefit of encouraging evapotranspiration of water that would have runoff as part of a storm event while
ameliorating the heat-island effect in this urban district.

The project incorporated numerous innovative techniques that distinguish it from typical urban streetscape projects.
First and foremost, the Circle is an excellent example of high-performance infrastructure, integrating multiple civic
elements such as roadways, pedestrian corridors, stormwater quantity and quality control and public space into a
single project. This approach to urban design comes at a time when it is difficult to advocate for the creation of new
parks and civic spaces with limited public funds for projects that are often perceived as unnecessary. By following this
practice of integrated design, the Uptown Normal Circle has addressed several public needs simultaneously.

In addition to the stormwater harvesting system the project includes several sustainable elements in the streetscape.
These include infiltration planters along the sidewalks that facilitate inflow from adjacent sidewalks and buildings as
well as a structural cell tree and stormwater management system to enhance water storage capacity and promote
healthy tree growth. Text & Material Hoerr Schaudt Landscape Architects
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